THE  BATTLE  OF  FLANDERS                     5!
A British Air Ministry communique states that more than
1,500 German planes have been destroyed in the two weeks
since the war began in the Low Countries,
The 25th anniversary of Italy's entry into the First World
War on the side of the Allies is marked by an intensification
of anti-Allied propaganda. The Government "postpones"
the departure of all trans-Atlantic liners scheduled to sail from
Italian ports in the near future.
The British Ambassador to the United States, Lord Lothian,
carries to Secretary Hull an appeal from the British, French
and Belgian Governments for aid in succoring the huge num-
bers of refugees who are fleeing before the advancing German
armies.
The House of Representatives in Washington passes by 391
votes to i a defense bill to allow unlimited expansion of the
Army Air Corps, soon after President Roosevelt announces
plans for training 50,000 volunteer airplane pilots during the
fiscal year starting July x.
MAY 25
The Battle of Flanders moves into a new phase as the Ger-
man High Command announces the closing in of its troops
around much of the Belgian Army, the remnants of the First
and Seventh French Armies, and the bulk of the British
Expeditionary Force. Calais, Ostend and Dunkerque remain
in Allied hands. Calais is being defended desperately by a
small British force. The aim is to compel the Germans to
concentrate armored units against this city instead of against